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1 Introduction 
 (“LIGO Lab” or “The Lab”) has as its core mission fundamental scientific research in the field of 
observational gravitational waves, with the single overriding goal to maximize scientific output. 
In keeping with both that mission, and the National Science Foundation’s plan for public access to 
NSF-funded research,1 LIGO Laboratory wants to provide open access to software developed for 
use at the Laboratory. 

2 Policy 
LIGO Laboratory will release software developed for use at LIGO Laboratory as open source 
software under the GNU General Public License as either Version 2 (GPLv2) of the license, or at 
your discretion, any later version (i.e. GPLv3) as deemed appropriate. A copy of these licenses can 
be obtained at http://www.gnu.org/licenses/. 

3 Scope 
This policy applies to all software developed for use at the LIGO Laboratory by LIGO Laboratory 
staff, students and affiliates. 

The policy also applies to software contributed by members of the LIGO Scientific Collaboration, 
provided the member in question agrees to license their contribution to LIGO Laboratory under 
compatible terms and conditions. Members who do not agree to license their software should notify 
the LIGO Directorate. 

4 Requirements 
Software that is being released as open source by LIGO Laboratory must include a copyright 
notice, license, standard disclaimer, and non-endorsement clause, as follows: 

4.1 Copyright notice. 

The copyright notice must be contained in every source code file in a software package. 

The notice should read: 
 Copyright Year Copyright-Owner 

For example: 
Copyright 2018 California Institute of Technology. 

The copyright symbol © is unnecessary; it is redundant with the word “copyright.” 
Caltech and M.I.T. own the copyright to worked developed their respective staff and students.  

Work by collaborators may or may or may not be under institutional copyright, and should contain 
an equivalent copyright notice identifying the copyright holder. 
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4.2 License, Standard Disclaimer, and Non-Endorsement Clause 

The License, Standard Disclaimer, and Non-Endorsement Clause can either be contained in every 
source file, or in a separate document titled “LICENSE” in the top-level source directory of the 
software package. In the latter case, each source file must contain a reference to the document and a 
canonical reference to an online version of the same document. E.g. 

You should have received a copy of the licensing terms for this 
software included in the file “LICENSE” located in the top-level 
directory of this package. If you did not, you can view a copy at 
http://dcc.ligo.org/M1500244/LICENSE.txt 

4.2.1 License 

LIGO Laboratory distributed software will use the GNU General Public License Version 2 
(GPLv2) or at your discretion, any later version of the license (i.e GPLv3) as deemed appropriate. 
A copy of these licenses can be obtained at http://www.gnu.org/licenses/. 

4.2.2 Standard Disclaimer 

The standard disclaimer should be in all caps to differentiate it from code or the rest of the license.  
The text should read: 

THIS SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED BY THE COPYRIGHT HOLDERS AND CONTRIBUTORS 
"AS IS" AND ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS 
FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE DISCLAIMED. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE 
COPYRIGHT HOLDER OR CONTRIBUTORS BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, 
INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, EXEMPLARY, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES 
(INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, PROCUREMENT OF SUBSTITUTE GOODS OR 
SERVICES; LOSS OF USE, DATA, OR PROFITS; OR BUSINESS INTERRUPTION) 
HOWEVER CAUSED AND ON ANY THEORY OF LIABILITY, WHETHER IN CONTRACT, 
STRICT LIABILITY, OR TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE OR OTHERWISE) 
ARISING IN ANY WAY OUT OF THE USE OF THIS SOFTWARE, EVEN IF ADVISED 
OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGE. 

4.2.3 Non-Endorsement Clause 

The non-endorsement clause should read: 
Neither the names of the California Institute of Technology (Caltech), 
The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (M.I.T), The Laser 
Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO), nor the names of 
its contributors may be used to endorse or promote products derived from 
this software without specific prior written permission.    

5 Exceptions 
LIGO Laboratory Directorate may grant exceptions to this policy at their discretion. 

                                                
1 See https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/public_access 


