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WHAT IS REDDIT?

• Reddit is an entertainment/ news website where registered community 
members can submit content, and comment on submissions

• 9th most visited website in the world (430 million monthly users), ~half from 
the USA

• Space/astro is huge on Reddit- 30 million subscribers on the biggest 
space/science subs!



SUBREDDITS FOCUS ON A TOPIC…



SUBREDDITS CAN BE ON ANYTHING…

c



MY ACCOUNT, /U/ANDROMEDA321



COMMENTS ARE IMPORTANT TOO!



HOW TO DO SOME REDDIT OUTREACH

• /r/askscience and /r/science are more heavily moderated, and scientists get 
a special badge to identify expertise

• Post comments as an individual, not an organization (“I’m a science 
communicator at X Observatory and…”)

• Don’t bog down in details. Do embed links in line

• Timing is everything! Comments posted in a “rising” thread get the most 
noticed (after a few hours on the front page, even good content can be 
buried)



IAMA ASTRONOMER! AMA!

• “Ask Me Anything!” (AMA) events bring people with a “unique 
experience” to the website, and the public asks questions

• Can be done by an individual, research group, organization…

• Can schedule for a certain time by messaging moderators of a 
subreddit

• /r/IAMA is the main subreddit, but they are also scheduled in 

/r/science, /r/askscience



MOVING ON… GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS

(Probably) related to my Reddit outreach, I 

am also the astronomy editor for the 

Guinness Book of World Records (GWR)

Astronomy is defined for these purposes as 

“everything outside the solar system”
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